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SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT BY 
3 FEBRUARY  2020

The Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures is the annual 
event that brings together all the Areas of the Florence School of 
Regulation. The 9th edition of the Conference on the Regulation of 
Infrastructures will focus on ‘Sector Coupling’ and will take place on 
25-26th June 2020 in Florence.

Learn more about the 8th edition of the conference, which took place 
in Florence on June 20 and 21 2019 here.

Submit here
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Manifesto for the next five years of EU regulation of Transport
An FSR-Transport Vision for Advancing the Single European Transport Area by turning the 
Challenges of Decarbonisation and Digital isation into Opportunities

Read the full publication here. 

Summary 

The recent renewal of the European institutions 
and the election of a new College of European 
Commissioners offers an opportunity for European 
regulation. While the new institutional composition 
will be in place for the next five years (2019–2024), 
the legislative and public-spending decisions 
made under the von der Leyen Commission will 
have implications for decades to come in terms 
of shaping the direction of the European transport 
sector.  

The hallmark and the very identity of the EU is 
the creation of a Single European Market. Over 
the past 35 years the European Commission has 
endeavored to further the mobility of goods and 
people in Europe by removing national barriers, by 
harmonising technical and operational standards 
and by creating competition in air transport, 
railways, roads, and waterborne transport. This 
has been done mostly by way of a sector-specific 
approach, an approach which today however 
reaches its limitations, as mobility – both for 
passengers and freight – increasingly becomes 
multimodal. While the last Commission, and 
especially the outgoing Transport Commissioner 
Violeta Bulc, identified multimodality as the new 
frontier and challenge of promoting a Single 

European Transport market, the sector-specific approach still prevails and remains engrained in the institutional 
setup in both the market and its regulation, as well as in the organisation of the Commission itself.

While the completion of the Single European Transport Area continues to be work in progress, new global 
challenges – namely climate change and digitalisation – are exerting additional pressure, but also offer new 
opportunities for the European transport sector. 

Climate change is set to be a central pillar of the next Commission mandate. Having pledged to deliver a 
‘Green Deal’ for Europe in the course of her first 100 days in office, Commission President-elect von der 
Leyen reaffirmed her commitment to making Europe the world’s first climate-neutral continent by enshrining 
the 2050 objective into law. Achieving this goal will require vast transformations across all sectors of the 
economy, including transport. 

Digitalisation, on the other hand, is adding a new layer of complexity onto transport; yet, if carefully regulated, 
it has the potential to advance EU sustainability objectives, while at the same time increasing efficiency, 
enabling smoother and more customer-oriented operations and, not least, enhancing safety. 

This Manifesto shares our vision for how to further the Single European transportation area for goods and 
people by turning the challenges of smart transport and sustainability into new opportunities for efficiency 
and competitive services.
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Network Industries Quarterly, Vol. 22, issue 
1, 2020 (March)

“Governance of Large Urban Water Sys-
tems”

Presentation of the next issue

In this issue we want to explore a new and increas-
ingly urgent topic, namely the question of how to 
govern metropolitan water systems. We would like to 
cover both the governance of the water resource, and 
the water cycle for that matter, and the governance 
of drinking and wastewater provision. Most of the 
world’s metropolitan areas have grown and continue 
to grow rapidly, a process that goes hand in hand 
with growing water consumption, leading often to 
falling water tables and degraded groundwater qual-
ity, thus leading to the need to source water from 
ever further away, i.e., from jurisdictions not covered 
by metropolitan governance mechanisms. Similarly, 
metropolitan areas, because of their growth, come to 
encompass water distribution and wastewater man-
agement systems falling under different jurisdictions 
and operated by different companies. 

Should you be willing to submit your contribution 
for this issue, please contact Prof. Matthias Finger  
(matthias.finger@epfl.ch).
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Implementation of the liberalization process has brought various 
challenges to incumbent firms operating in sectors such as air transport, 
telecommunications, energy, postal services, water and railways, as well as to 
new entrants, to regulators and to the public authorities.
Therefore, the Network Industries Quarterly is aimed at covering research 
findings regarding these challenges, to monitor the emerging trends, as well 
as to analyze the strategic implications of these changes in terms of regulation, 
risks management, governance and innovation in all, but also across, the 
different regulated sectors. 
The Network Industries Quarterly, published by the Chair MIR (Management 
of Network Industry, EPFL) in collaboration with the Transport Area of the 
Florence School of Regulation (European University Institute), is an open 
access journal funded in 1998 and, since then, directed by Prof Matthias Finger.

Open Call For Papers

The Network Industries Quarterly is a multidisciplinary international 
publication. Each issue is coordinated by a guest editor, who chooses four 
to six different articles all related to the topic chosen. Articles must be high-
quality, written in clear, plain language. They should be original papers 
that will contribute to furthering the knowledge base of network industries 
policy matters. Articles can refer to theories and, when appropriate, deduce 
practical applications. Additionally, they can make policy recommendations 
and deduce management implications. 
Detailed guidelines on how to submit the articles and coordinate the issue 
will be provided to the selected guest editor. 

Article Preparation

Published four times a year, the Network Industries Quarterly contains short analytical 
articles about postal, telecommunications, energy, water, transportation and network 
industries in general. It provides original analysis, information and opinions on current 
issues. Articles address a broad readership made of university researchers, policy 
makers, infrastructure operators and businessmen. Opinions are the sole responsibility 
of the author(s). Contact fsr.transport@eui.eu to subscribe. Subscription is free. 

Additional Information
More Information

• network-industries.org
• mir.epfl.ch
• florence-school.eu
• ic4r.net

Questions / Comments?

Irina Lapenkova, Managing Editor:
irina.lapenkova@eui.eu
Ozan Barış Süt, Designer: 
ozanbarissut@gmail.com
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