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Autumn is full of transport
area events. Visit webpages of
our conferences to learn more.

1010
OCT

2nd Florence Maritime Forum-Port-call
optimisation: a first step towards a smart and
sustainable digital eco-system for maritime
transport?

Helsinki/Finland

1018
OCT

12th Florence Air Forum | Budapest Edition –
ATM: how to make progress towards an
economic regulator?

Budapest/Hungary

108NOV

18th Florence Rail Forum- How to Revitalise Rail
Freight with Digitalisation?

Florence/Italy

visit now

visit now

visit now

JUNE

SAVE 
THE DATE

25 & 26
2020

The Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures is the annual event that brings together all the Areas
of the Florence School of Regulation. The 9th edition of the Conference on the Regulation of
Infrastructures will focus on ‘Sector Coupling’ and will take place on 25-26th June 2020 in Florence.

Call for abstracts will open in November
Learn more about the 8th edition of the conference, which took place in Florence on June 20 and
21 2019 here.
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quarterly
Network Industries Quarterly, Vol. 21, issue 4, 2019 (December)

“Research and Policy Perspectives on Digital Platforms as the New Network Industries”

Presentation of the next issue

This next issue will follow up on the current one and further explore the emerging phenomenon of digital 
platforms, especially in areas where public services are affected. Besides the traditional infrastructures – such 
as communications, transport and energy – this is also the case of media, health care, education, banking and 
finance, and others more. 

As of recently, attention paid to these emerging digital platforms is exploding. Most of the related publica-
tions aim at making recommendations as to whether, and if yes, how to regulate these digital platforms in the 
interest of the consumer, the citizen, the public economy and even public values. Some of these recommenda-
tions may be drawn quite hastily, triggered by scandals and other (geo-)political considerations.

In this issue, we will take a step back and look at where we stand in terms of the more academic debate on 
digital platforms, especially on these platforms that clearly have public (service) implications. We will do so 
by exploring both the economic and the legal perspectives on digital platforms and try to derive from there 
the current state of the debate. In particular, we want to crystalise what we already know – and therefore have 
sufficient reasons to regulate – and what we don’t know yet.
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Implementation of the liberalization process has brought various 
challenges to incumbent firms operating in sectors such as air transport, 
telecommunications, energy, postal services, water and railways, as well as to 
new entrants, to regulators and to the public authorities.
Therefore, the Network Industries Quarterly is aimed at covering research 
findings regarding these challenges, to monitor the emerging trends, as well 
as to analyze the strategic implications of these changes in terms of regulation, 
risks management, governance and innovation in all, but also across, the 
different regulated sectors. 
Network Industries Quarterly is an open access journal founded in 1998 and 
directed since then by Prof. Matthias Finger. It is published jointly by the 
Chair MIR (Management of Network Industries) of EPFL, Switzerland, the 
Transport Area of the Florence School of Regulation, Italy, and the Istanbul 
Center for Regulation, Turkey.

Open Call For Papers

The Network Industries Quarterly is a multidisciplinary international 
publication. Each issue is coordinated by a guest editor, who chooses four 
to six different articles all related to the topic chosen. Articles must be high-
quality, written in clear, plain language. They should be original papers 
that will contribute to furthering the knowledge base of network industries 
policy matters. Articles can refer to theories and, when appropriate, deduce 
practical applications. Additionally, they can make policy recommendations 
and deduce management implications. 
Detailed guidelines on how to submit the articles and coordinate the issue 
will be provided to the selected guest editor. 

Article Preparation

Published four times a year, the Network Industries Quarterly contains short analytical 
articles about postal, telecommunications, energy, water, transportation and network 
industries in general. It provides original analysis, information and opinions on current 
issues. Articles address a broad readership made of university researchers, policy 
makers, infrastructure operators and businessmen. Opinions are the sole responsibility 
of the author(s). Contact fsr.transport@eui.eu to subscribe. Subscription is free. 

Additional Information
More Information

• network-industries.org
• mir.epfl.ch
• florence-school.eu
• ic4r.net

Questions / Comments?

Irina Lapenkova, Managing Editor:
irina.lapenkova@eui.eu
Ozan Barış Süt, Designer: 
ozanbarissut@gmail.com
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