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Competition and Regulation in Network Industries: a new Journal by  Sage

Commencing in 2017 SAGE is delighted to be the new publisher of Competition and Regulation in Network 
Industries.

We are building on the 16-year tradition and strength of the existing Intersentia Journal Competition and Regulation 
in Network Industries, yet strive to evolve it into an even higher quality journal, addressing the increasingly urgent 
challenge of governing (including regulating) complex and dynamic socio-technical systems (e.g., energy, transport, 
water, communication, urban systems), especially in light of pervasive digitalization.

Network industries are caught between technological developments, evolving competition and regulation. At the same 
time significant innovations – especially in the field of ICTs – offer new opportunities for infrastructure operations 
and governance. Exploring this combined technological and institutional dynamics between competition and 
regulation provides a fascinating field of research that challenges academics, managers and policy-makers alike.

e new Journal Competition and Regulation in Network Industries is resolutely interdisciplinary in nature, favoring 
articles that combine economic, legal, policy and engineering approaches and seek to link theory with practical 
relevance. It is a double- blind peer-reviewed journal that offers leading specialists opportunities to provide an in-
depth and forward-looking view on the evolving network industries.

Publication process:

e Journal welcomes submissions and engages in a collaborative discussion with the authors so as to produce the 
highest possible quality articles. Each article is double-blind peer reviewed. After acceptance, articles are published 
online on a rolling basis. 4 paper issues are published each year, containing each 4 to 6 articles.

e Journal holds an annual conference at the European University Institute in June each year. Papers presented 
there are offered a fast-track review process.

Editor in chief:

Prof Matthias Finger, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne and European University Institute

Submit Now!
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Research for the TRAN Committee - 
Infrastructure funding challenges in the 
sharing economy 
© European Union, 2017 

Finger, Bert, Kupfer, Montero, Wolek, 2017, Research for TRAN 
Committee – Infrastructure funding challenges in the sharing 
economy, European Parliament, Policy Department for Structural 
and Cohesion Policies, Brussels 

89 pages 

About the Study 
The study analyses the disruption created by shared mobility in the funding of transport infrastructure. 
While recognizing the benefits of shared mobility in terms of reduction of private car use, the study 
identifies that there might be short term negative effects on the revenues of long distance railway and 
coach operators. It also points out other potential risks, which include capturing the revenues through 
commissions charged by platforms mediating mass-transit services (Mobility as a Service), freeriding and 
lower tax contributions. The study makes recommendations to reduce these risks.  
  

About the Series 
The Directorate-General for Internal Policies of the Union is responsible for organising the work of 
European Parliament's committees in the field of internal policies and contributing to the exercise and 
development of the legislative and control powers of the European Parliament. Among its main tasks, DG 
IPOL is providing the committees, other parliamentary bodies and the President's Office with briefings, 
background notes and long-term studies on all aspects of Parliament's activities in the field of internal 
policies. Directorate B is the responsible one for Structural and Cohesion Policies. 

Download the study 

Video highlights 

 

Prof Juan Montero, team member of the research group that 
produced the study, presents the issues and the main results of the 
project.  
 
Watch the video  

 Presentation of the study at the European Parliament  

 

The European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
committee invited the project leader, Prof Matthias Finger, to 
present the study. The presentation followed by a discussion with 
Members took place on Monday 4 December 2017. 
 
Watch the video 
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Air Transport Liberalization

A Critical Assessment

Edited by Matthias Finger, Professor, Management of Network
Industries, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale Lausanne, Switzerland and
Kenneth Button, University Professor, Schar School of Policy and
Government, George Mason University, US

This groundbreaking book offers a critical and wide-ranging assessment
of the global air transport liberalization process over the past 40 years.
This compilation of world experts on air transport economics, policy, and
regulation is timely and significant, considering that air transport is
currently facing a series of new challenges due to technological
changes, the emergence of new markets, and increased security
concerns. 

ʻThe 30th anniversary of the start of the liberalization of air transport in Europe, leading to the
creation of the successful EU internal aviation market, is an excellent time to review the
transformation of the aviation industry which has taken place throughout the world over the past
few decades. This book brings together ten studies of how markets have changed in different
countries. But it does more than that. It also reviews broader, generic topics such as safety, small
community services and hub domination and the impact liberalization has had on each of them.
Finally, it looks at future challenges, particularly in air traffic control and security. The wide range of
topics covered helps to put the subject of air transport liberalization into context and reveals the full
extent of the remarkable journey the aviation industry has taken in most people's lifetimes, as well
as how much more there is to do.ʼ
– Barry Humphreys CBE, Aviation Consultant, UK

ʻProfessors Finger and Button have assembled an impressive array of informative, insightful, and
useful chapters that, taken together, offer a compelling endorsement for liberalizing air transport.
Although a scholarly collection, there is much in this volume of direct relevance to aviation
practitioners in both the private sector and governments.ʼ
– John Byerly, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and Principal U.S. Aviation Negotiator,
US

ʻAir transport liberalization has led to a substantial increase in the level of economic activities and
traffic growth. This is an excellent book providing a comprehensive view of the topic and covering
airline liberalization in the US, Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as the
sustainability of competition. This book also explores aviation safety in the age of liberalization,
and the domination of hub-and-spoke networks. The eighteen chapters in the books are written by
and for practitioners and academics.ʼ
–Bijan Vasigh, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, US

December 2017   c 400 pp   Hardback   9781786431851      £105.00   £94.50   $170.00 $153.00
Elgaronline 9781786431868

Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd. is registered in the UK at: The Lypiatts, 15 Lansdown Road,
Cheltenham, Glos GL50 2JA. Registered number: 2041703
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EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE (FLORENCE), 21-22 JUNE 2018

7th Florence Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures

New network structures: decentralization, prosumers and the role of online platforms

CALL FOR PAPERS

Introduction

e de- and re-regulation of the different network industries is an on-going process at both the national and global levels. As this 
process unfolds, ever new phenomena emerge, necessitating a constant reassessment of the content and objectives of regulation.

e rapidly evolving Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) have significantly challenged the traditionally stable 
landscape of infrastructure services provision. e new data layer over the traditional infrastructure and service layers is transform-
ing network industries: online platforms create new indirect network effects, they allow new service providers to enter the market 
(prosumers, sharing economy providers, etc.), and they challenge the central role of traditional infrastructure managers/service 
providers as entities ensuring the coordination of the sectors.

Offering traditional and new services in an innovative way is a growing trend among public authorities, traditional providers as 
well as new private operators, prosumers and platforms. However, together with great opportunities, disruptive innovations also 
give rise to new regulatory challenges, especially when it comes to infrastructure financing and the coordination of operations.

is 7th Florence Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures aims at taking stock of the major challenges infrastructure regu-
lation is currently facing as a result of technology, indirect network effects, newly emerging network structures (decentralized 
networks, distributed networks, sharing economy), and new actors (prosumers, OTTs, platforms, etc).

Papers will be presented in different parallel sessions dedicated to the following infrastructure sectors:

• Communications and media

• Energy and Climate

• Transport and mobility

• Water distribution

• Wastewater and waste management

We encourage contributions that link different infrastructure sectors, especially in light of the ICTs. Contributions utilizing 
multidisciplinary as well as interdisciplinary approaches to regulation are welcome. Papers linking academia and practice, as 
well as policy research papers are particularly encouraged.

e conference is intended for academics such as PhD students, PostDocs and Assistant/associate/full Professors as well as aca-
demically minded practitioners.

Florence School of Regulation – via Boccaccio 121 – 50133 Firenze – Italy 

http://fsr.eui.eu/
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Conference structure

e format of the Florence Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures is unique:

• Each presenter has 45’, which includes 20’ of presentation, 10’ of qualified feedback and 15’ of discussion with the audience 
(there are only 2 papers per session, guaranteeing high quality discussions);

• Feedback will be given by senior professors associated with the Florence School of Regulation who are specifically knowledge-
able about the topic athand;

• Papers that will be retained for publication will receive additional feedback beyond the Conference.

Timeline

• Submission of the abstract by 15 January 2018 (word format download the guidelines) using the online form. For any issue 
regarding the submission, please contact Ms Nadia Bert at fsr.transport@eui.eu;

• Notification of acceptance by 19 February 2018;

• Submission of the full paper by 26 May 2018; participants who fail to submit a full paper by this deadline will be automat-
ically removed from the programme;

• Conference on 21-22 June 2018 in Florence (Italy).

Conference fee

• 150 EUR - Partial fee waivers for PhD students are available. Please contact Ms Nadia Bert at fsr.transport@eui.eu for further 
information.

Guidelines for the abstract

• 600-1000 words

• Title of the paper & keywords

• Name of the author(s) and full address of the corresponding author

• e aim and methodology of thepaper

• Results obtained or expected

Publication opportunities

Papers will qualify for the Journal Competition and Regulation in Network Industries, which is published by Sage as of 2017.

A summary of the 4-5 best papers will have the chance to be published in the dedicated issue of the Network Industries Quarterly 
(Issue 20, Vol 3, September 2018).

Organizing Committee

• Prof Simone Borghesi (EUI, Part-time professor, Energy & Climate Area of the FSR. Siena University, Professor)

• Prof Matthias Finger (EUI, Part-time professor and Director of the Transport Area of the FSR. EPFL, Professor and Director 
of the Chair of Management of Network Industries)

• Prof Jean-Michel Glachant (EUI, Robert Schuman Chair, Director of the FSR, Director of the Energy & Climate Area of 
the FSR, Holder of the Loyola de PalacioChair)

• Prof Pier Luigi Parcu (EUI, Part-time professor, Director of the Communications and Media Area of the FSR, ENTraNCE, 
and CMPF)

• Prof Stéphane Saussier (EUI, Part-time professor and Director of the Water Area of the FSR. IAE de Paris, Professor and 
Director of the EPPP Research Group)

Florence School of Regulation – via Boccaccio 121 – 50133 Firenze – Italy 

http://fsr.eui.eu/
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quarterly
Network Industries Quarterly, Vol. 20, issue 1 (March 2018) 

“Governing Energy Transitions: strategic challenges of local utility companies in the Swiss 
energy transition”” 

Presentation of the next issue

Currently, many countries are firmly committing to a transition towards a more sustainable energy system, each 
facing their own unique challenges. e Swiss energy transition is particularly challenging due to a combination of 
commitments: (1) a gradual phase-out of nuclear energy, currently about a third of the country’s electricity production, 
is expected by 2034, (2) construction of new renewable energy sources such as solar PV, wind and micro-hydro, (3) 
electrification of heating and transportation, (4) energy saving, and (5) stringent CO2 emission targets. 

Utility companies play an important role in the realization of the Swiss energy transition, but are also facing numerous 
strategic challenges as a consequence of a rapidly changing playing field. e commitments necessary to transition towards 
a more sustainable energy system are not necessarily aligned with the current operations of local utility companies. For 
example, the lack of incentives for energy efficiency programs, market opening, smart grids and renewable energy has 
utilities looking for new business models.

e next issue of Network Industries Quarterly (NIQ) is linked to the Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Governing 
Energy Transitions, a continuing education program organized by the Chair Management of Network Industries at the 
École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL). e program has a strong practical component, embedded in an 
academic framework of multi-level governance. Participants of the program were invited to contribute to this issue, 
sharing their insights on the strategic challenges of local utility companies in the Swiss energy transition. 

e following are some of the themes to be included in the next NIQ:

• An overview of urban utility companies’ strategic responses to the energy transition: comparing Swiss and German 
utilities.

• Implementation of a local demand-side management program in Switzerland.

• An international perspective on demand-side management programs, and policy-recommendations for a Swiss 
governance model.

• A broader identification of new business opportunities for utility companies, arising from the ongoing energy 
transition. 

Guest editor: Reinier Verhoog 

(PhD student, Chair Management of Network Industries, Institute for Technology and Public Policy, College of 
Management of Technology,  École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne).

e guest editor of this special issue is Reinier Verhoog (B. Sc. And M. Sc.: Delft University of Technology, Delft, the 
Netherlands). Reinier Verhoog is currently a PhD student and the program manager of the CAS in Governing Energy 
Transitions at the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL). He is also an advisory editor for the Competition 
and Regulation in Network Industries Journal. His most recent published work appears in Environmental Modelling and 
Software and International Journal of Complexity in Applied Science and Technology.



« au service de l’analyse » — since 1998
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Implementation of the liberalization process has brought various 
challenges to incumbent firms operating in sectors such as air transport, 
telecommunications, energy, postal services, water and railways, as well as to 
new entrants, to regulators and to the public authorities.
Therefore, the Network Industries Quarterly is aimed at covering research 
findings regarding these challenges, to monitor the emerging trends, as well 
as to analyze the strategic implications of these changes in terms of regulation, 
risks management, governance and innovation in all, but also across, the 
different regulated sectors. 
The Network Industries Quarterly, published by the Chair MIR (Management 
of Network Industry, EPFL) in collaboration with the Transport Area of the 
Florence School of Regulation (European University Institute), is an open 
access journal funded in 1998 and, since then, directed by Prof Matthias Finger.

Open Call For Papers

The Network Industries Quarterly is a multidisciplinary international 
publication. Each issue is coordinated by a guest editor, who chooses four 
to six different articles all related to the topic chosen. Articles must be high-
quality, written in clear, plain language. They should be original papers 
that will contribute to furthering the knowledge base of network industries 
policy matters. Articles can refer to theories and, when appropriate, deduce 
practical applications. Additionally, they can make policy recommendations 
and deduce management implications. 
Detailed guidelines on how to submit the articles and coordinate the issue 
will be provided to the selected guest editor. 

Article Preparation

Published four times a year, the Network Industries Quarterly contains short analytical 
articles about postal, telecommunications, energy, water, transportation and network 
industries in general. It provides original analysis, information and opinions on current 
issues. Articles address a broad readership made of university researchers, policy 
makers, infrastructure operators and businessmen. Opinions are the sole responsibility 
of the author(s). Contact fsr.transport@eui.eu to subscribe. Subscription is free. 

Additional Information
More Information

• network-industries.org
• mir.epfl.ch
• florence-school.eu

Questions / Comments?

Deniz Dalgic, Managing Editor:
dedalgic@yahoo.com
Cyril Wendl, Designer: 
cyril.wendl@epfl.ch

Vol 19 - No. 4 (2017)  
Public Policy and Water Regu-
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Regulation of Infrastructures: 
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Financing of infrastructures in 
Latin America
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Achievements and current 
challenges regarding public 
utilities’ regulation in Brazil
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