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Network Industries Quarterly, Vol. 21, issue 3, 2019 (September)
“Digital Platforms – The New Network Industries? How to regulate them?”
Presentation of the next issue

Digitalisation is transforming all industries, including the network industries. It is creating a new model of
industrial organisation using online platform as intermediaries for multisided markets. As a matter of fact,
digital platforms display all characteristics of the traditional network industries: network effects, efficiency,
scale, concentration, market power, etc.
The involvement of online platforms in the network industries benefits consumers by fulfilling unmet needs,
often efficiently and at low cost. Platforms do this partly by exploiting access to existing network infrastructures that are often vital for national economic growth and wellbeing. However, if online platforms are allowed
to sideline traditional network operators, it may mean that vital investment in building and maintaining the
infrastructures on which these markets are founded becomes unsustainable in the long-term.
Another pertinent issue concerns the regulatory approach to platforms, as the success of online platforms is
achieved, in part, by exploiting regulatory environments that place incumbent firms at a disadvantage. There
is a debate as to whether platforms should be subject to the same regulatory obligations as traditional network
players, and whether platforms should have access to network services under regulated terms.
The next issue of the Network Industries Quarterly (NIQ) will be dedicated to some of the best papers presented at the
8th Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures, which is organised by the Florence School of Regulation in June
2019. Selected academics and practitioners have been invited to Florence to discuss the latest developments in the regulation of different network industries, namely transport, energy, telecoms and water distribution. Both the Conference
and the next issue of the NIQ have a special focus on key challenges of digitalisation for traditional network industries,
various regulatory approaches to platforms and benefit scenarios for consumers and to the platforms itself.
More information
If you are interested in learning more about the “8th Conference on the Regulation of Infrastructures. Digital Platforms
– The New Network Industries? How to regulate them?” and the next issue of the Network Industries Quarterly, please
send an email to Ms. Irina Lapenkova at FSR.Transport@eui.eu.
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Open Call For Papers
Implementation of the liberalization process has brought various
challenges to incumbent firms operating in sectors such as air transport,
telecommunications, energy, postal services, water and railways, as well as to
new entrants, to regulators and to the public authorities.
Therefore, the Network Industries Quarterly is aimed at covering research
findings regarding these challenges, to monitor the emerging trends, as well
as to analyze the strategic implications of these changes in terms of regulation,
risks management, governance and innovation in all, but also across, the
different regulated sectors.
The Network Industries Quarterly, published by the Chair MIR (Management
of Network Industry, EPFL) in collaboration with the Transport Area of the
Florence School of Regulation (European University Institute), is an open
access journal funded in 1998 and, since then, directed by Prof Matthias Finger.

Article Preparation
The Network Industries Quarterly is a multidisciplinary international
publication. Each issue is coordinated by a guest editor, who chooses four
to six different articles all related to the topic chosen. Articles must be highquality, written in clear, plain language. They should be original papers
that will contribute to furthering the knowledge base of network industries
policy matters. Articles can refer to theories and, when appropriate, deduce
practical applications. Additionally, they can make policy recommendations
and deduce management implications.
Detailed guidelines on how to submit the articles and coordinate the issue
will be provided to the selected guest editor.

Additional Information
More Information

•
•
•
•

network-industries.org
mir.epfl.ch
florence-school.eu
ic4r.net

Questions / Comments?
Irina Lapenkova, Managing Editor:
irina.lapenkova@eui.eu
Ozan Barış Süt, Designer:
ozanbarissut@gmail.com

Published four times a year, the Network Industries Quarterly contains short analytical
articles about postal, telecommunications, energy, water, transportation and network
industries in general. It provides original analysis, information and opinions on current
issues. Articles address a broad readership made of university researchers, policy
makers, infrastructure operators and businessmen. Opinions are the sole responsibility
of the author(s). Contact fsr.transport@eui.eu to subscribe. Subscription is free.
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Latest Issues
Vol 21 - No. 2 (2019)
Current Issues in Turkish
Network Industries
Vol 21 - No. 1 (2019)
Regulation of the Railway
Industry
Vol 20 - No. 4 (2018)
The path towards digitalisation
in road infrastructure
Vol 20 - No. 3 (2018)
New network structures: decentralization, prosumers and the
role of online platforms
Vol 20 - No. 2 (2018)
Regulation for Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics in
Transportation, Logistics and
Supply Chain Management
Vol 20 - No. 1 (2018)
Governing Energy Transitions:
strategic challenges of local
utility companies in the Swiss
energy transition
Vol 19 - No. 4 (2017)
Public Policy and Water Regulation: Some examples from the
Americas
Vol 19 - No. 3 (2017)
Regulatory Challenges for Smart
Cities

